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Publications and Media Relations
MISSOULA—
University of Montana graduates can be found in all walks of life as 
evidenced by this year's recipients of the UM Alumni Association's most prestigious 
awards. An artist, a president of a brokerage firm, a retired Army colonel, a 
newspaper editor, a mathematics professor and a home economist will be recognized 
at Homecoming for their distinguished service to the University, state or nation.
Winners of the 1980 Distinguished Alumnus Award are Patti Canaris, artist,
El Paso, Tex.; Ian B. Davidson, president of D.A. Davidson and Co. brokerage firm, 
Great Falls; Col. Thomas C. Davis, retired Army colonel, Missoula; and D.J. Shults, 
newspaper editor, Hettinger, N.D.
The Young Alumnus Award, presented to alumni 35 years of age or younger 'who 
have distinguished themselves in their careers and service to the University, will 
be presented to Rick Bill ste in, Mi ssoula, UM associate professor of mathematics, 
and Deborah Cunningham, Butte, director of consumer affairs for the Montana Power 
Company.
The honorees will be returning to campus for Homecoming, Oct. 24-26. On 
Friday, Oct. 24, they will speak to UM students who are majoring in their areas of 
expertise. UM President Richard C. Bowers and UM Alumni Association President 
Dr. LeRoy Moline Jr., G1endive, will make the DAA and YAA presentations at the 
Homecoming Awards Banquet on Friday evening at the Village Red Lion Motor Inn.
-over-
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Canaris, a noted watercolor artist, received her bachelor of fine arts degree 
in 1971 and now resides in El Paso, Tex. Her paintings are displayed in galleries 
from California to New York and she has had many one-woman art shows throughout 
the United States.
Her bird paintings have been used as covers for wildlife publications, as 
well as textbook illustrations, and she has been selected to create a series of 
four Haviland Parlon porcelain plates being produced in France for Kern Collectibles.
The 1980 UM Friends of the Library edition of the collectors series is a 
reproduction of a Canaris watercolor of Montana birds titled "Winter Feast."
Missoulians who take part in the University's non-credit "Center Courses" 
each quarter can thank Canaris. She set up the original "Fun-Do" program at UM 
in 1969.
She was also director of student publications, supervised the yearbook and 
managed the University Center art gallery.
Davidson, a 1953 graduate of the UM business school majoring in accounting, 
is president and chairman of the D.A. Davidson and Co. brokerage firm headquartered 
in Great Falls. He is past president and a current trustee of the UM Foundation 
and chairman of its nominating committee and past chairman of its investment 
committee.
A Great Falls native, Davidson has been president of that city's Chamber of 
Commerce. He is also the developer and owner of one of Great Falls' principal 
office buildings, the Davidson Building.
He is currently director of the First Federal Savings and Loan Association of 
Great Falls, Great Falls Gas Company, Sletten Construction Company, and Pacific Hide 
and Fur Company. He is on the board of advisors of Mountain Bell and the board 
of directors of the Montana Chamber of Commerce.
Davidson is a past president and current member of the UM School of Business 
Advisory Council.
-more-
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Davis has been co-chairman of the Missoula Excellence Fund Campaign since 
1979. With his help, the Excellence Fund Campaign raised $70,000 from the Misso_uJa_ 
community for the University.
He served two terms on the UM Alumni Association's board of directors and 
was president of the alumni board for two years.
A 1929 graduate in business administration, Davis received his M.B.A. in 1963.
Executive director of Missoula's United Givers (now United Way) Campaign from 
1963-70, Davis has helped raise money for many other causes as well. He directed 
fund drives for the YMCA, Missoula Community Hospital, local chapter of Phi Delta 
Theta Fraternity, YWCA and the 1978 UM Law School's Building Fund Drive. From 
1970-77 he was executive director of the St. Patrick Hospital Foundation.
A recipient of the 1929 Grizzly Cup, one of only two athletic awards presented 
that year, Davis has remained a Grizzly supporter since graduation. He served as 
president of UM's Century Club, an organization to encourage financial support for 
UM's Intercollegiate Athletic Program, and was its first chairman of the board.
Shults is the editor-manager-owner of the Adams County Record weekly 
newspaper of Hettinger, N.D. He was a freshman in 1926, left for five years during 
the Depression, and graduated from the UM School of Journalism in 1933.
He was a public information officer in the U.S. Navy during World War II.
A member of the board of directors of the Pioneer Press Company, Shults is 
past president of the North Dakota Press Association.
Active in politics, education and community activities, he was honored last 
year when the community of Hettinger proclaimed "D.J. Shults Day."
Originally from Big Sandy, Mont. , Shults has established a scholarship fund 
with the UM Foundation. Two scholarships are awarded annually to students from 
Big Sandy.
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Bill stein, associate professor of mathematics at the University, received 
his M.A. in 1969 and his Ed.D. in 1972 from UM.
He has served as the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics representative 
for several years for the Montana Council of Teachers of Mathematics.
Bill stein has been director for Montana in the Quadra-State Metric Consortium 
and a participant in many high school outreach trips.
As director of a National Science Foundation grant to train teachers, Billstein 
was involved with the Montana University System units at Missoula, Billings, Bozeman, 
Dillon and Havre.
A college textbook, "A Problem Solving Approach to Mathematics for Elementary 
School Teachers," written by Billstein and two other UM mathematics professors,
Schiomo Libeskind and Johnny A. Lott, will be published in January 1981.
In the Missoula community, he has been a representative of the United Way 
and is active on various athletic leagues.
Cunningham, a 1974 home economics graduate,is director of consumer affairs 
for Montana Power Company, Butte. In this position she has helped with energy 
workshops, taught educators about energy education and worked with the Energy in 
Man's Environment Program.
She is a charter member of the newly established chapter of the Montana Home 
Economists in Business. In 1979 she was chosen as Montana's Outstanding Young Career 
Woman by the state's Business and Professional Women's Clubs.
During 1976-77 she served with the International 4-H Youth Exchange Program 
as a delegate to Jamaica and established vocational training programs in food 
preservation for disadvantaged women.
Cunningham has actively supported UM proposals for student internship work 
experience at Montana Power and has subsequently supervised student interns placed 
in Butte.
The public is invited to the Homecoming Awards Banquet on Friday, Oct. 24.
For information about tickets or other Homecoming activities, call (406)243-5212 or
write the Alumni Center, University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812.
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